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IN THE CLAIMS:

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the application:
Claims 1-22. (cancelted).

23. (currently amended) A mcethod for treating an cye vomprising:

jnscriing into an eyc a device comprising a piercing membcer having a proximal ¢nd and a

distal end and 2 lumen defined therebetween and a cannula slidably disposed within the lumen

piereing member, wherein the step of inserting the device into the cye comprises pencirating the
oyc wilh fhe piercing member and advancing the picreing member through the cyc;
advancing the cannula through the piercing member Jymen towards a treatment sitc;

piercing the treatment sitc with th c.cannula; and

treating the eye by administering and/or aspirating matcrial through the cannula.

24.  (previously presented) The method of claim 23 wherein the step of treating the

cye comprises adininistering a therapeutic agent to the eyc through the cannula.

25, (original) The method of claim 23 wherein the therapeutic agent is administered

subretinaily to the patient's eye.

26.  (previously presented) The method of claim 23 wherein the maximuim cross-

sectional dimension of the piercing member is about 25 gauge or smaller.

27.  (peeviously presented) A method of (reating an eyc, comprising:

piercing the cye with a picreing member and inserting the piercing member mlo the
vitreous humor of the eye, the piercing member having a proximal cnd and a distal cnd md a
Tumen defined therehetween;

angling the piercing member in any direction so as to guide the cannula to any treatment

site within the cyc;
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advaneing a cannula through the picreing member lumen and beyond the distal end of the
picreing member;
guiding the cannula through the vitreous humor of the eye to the treatment site; and

trealing the treatment site,

28.  (original) The mcthod of claim 27 wherein the step of guiding the cannula to the
trcatment site comprises:
advancing (the cannula within the eyc until the distal end of the cannula is within the

treatment site.

29, (original) The method of claim 27 or 28 whercin the step of treating the treatment
site comprises:
supplying a medicament through the cannula and into the trcatment site via the distal end

of the cannula.

30,  (previously presented) The method of claim 27 wherein the medicament is
selected from the group consisting of gencs, proteins, cells, small molecule pharmaceuticals and

sterilc solulions,

31.  (proviously presented) The method of ¢laim 27 whercin the step of treating the
{rcatment sitc compriscs withdrawing matcrial from the treatment site nto the distal cnd of the

cannula,
32, (proviously presented) The method of claim 27 wherein the step of piercing the
cye with a piercing member comprises inserting the distal cnd of the piercing member into and

Ihrough (he cye's sclera.

33, (previously presented) The method of claiin 27 wherein the treatinent site is

selected from the group consisting of the cyc's retina and the eye's vitrcous humor.
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34, (previously presented) The method of claim 27 wherein the trecatment site is the
eye's refina and the step of treating (he treatment site compriscs:
injccting medicament through the cannula and under the retina sach that a dome-shaped

rotinal detachment is formed.

15, (previously presented) The method of claim 27 wherein the outer diameter of'the

picreing member is about 25 gauge ot smallet.
36.  (canceled)
37.  (cancelled)

38,  (previously presented) The method of claim 23 wherein the cannula'comprises 2

polymer.
39, (canccled)
40.  (cancelcd)

41. (previously prescnted) The mecthod of claim 24 whercin a steroid is administered

1o the cye.
42. (previously presented) The method of claim 24 wherein a therapeulic agent is
administered to the eye to treat retinal detachment, vascular occlusion, proliferative retinopathy,

diabelic retinopathy, inflammation, degenerative discase, vascular diseasc or a tumor.

43. (previously presented) The method of claim 24 wherein the therapoutic agent is

adminisicred sub-retinally within the eyc.
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44,  (previously presented) The method of claim 24 wherein the cannula is positioned
within subretinal space of the eye and a therapeutic agent is injected from the cannuli into the

subretinal space.

45. (previously presented) The method of claim 23 further comprising TCMoving

material from the cye with the device.

46.  (previously prescnted) The method of claim 45 wherein intravitreal fluid is

remaved from the eye.

47. (previously prescnted) The method of claim 23 wherein the outer diameter of the
piercing member is small cnough to allow the insertion sile to sclf-seal following withdrawal of
{he picreing member from the eye.

A8.  (canccled)

49.  (previously ptesented) The method of claim 27 wherein the piercing member is

inseried into the sclera of the eye.

50. (previously presented) The method of ¢laim 27 whercin the piercing member is

advanced transconjunctivally through the eyc.

51.  (previously prescnted) The method of claim 27 wherein the cannula comprises a
polymer,
52. (previously presented) The method of claim 27 whercin the treating comprises

administering to the cye a therapeutic agent through the cannula.

53;  (previously prescnied) The method of claim 52 whetcin a steroid i5 administered

(o the eye.
(

PAGE 8/22* RCVD AT 7/1012006 3:48:51 PM [Eastern Daylight Time)* SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-6/32 * DNIS:2738300* CSID:6174394170 * DURATION fram-ss):06-36



JUL-10-2008 MON 03:49 PM EAP&D FAX NO. 6174394170

S, Vamer, et al,
Serial No. 09/888,079
Page 6 of 18

54,  (previously presented) The method of elaim 52 wherein a therapeutic agent is
administered to the cye to treat relinal detachment, vascular occlusion, proliferative rctinopathy,

diabetic retinopathy, inflamimation, degencrative discase, vascular discasc or a tumor.

55. (previously presented) The method of claim 52 wherein the therapeutic agent is

administcred sub-retinally in the eye.

56.  (previously presented) The mcthod of claim 27 wherein the trealing comf)riscs

removing 1naterial from the eye with the device.

57. (previously presented) The method of claim 56 wherein intravitreal fluid is

removed [rom the cye.

58.  (previously prescnted) The method of claim 52 wherein the cannula is positioned
within subretinal space of the cye and a therapeutic agent is injected from the cannula into the

subretinal space. N

59. (proviously presented) "The method of claim 27 wherein the outer diameter of the
picreing member is small enough to allow the inscrtion sitc to self-scal following withdrawal of

the pisteing member from the eye,

60. (previously presenled) A method for treating an eye comprising:

inscriing into an cye a device comprising an outer member having a proximal end and 2
distal end, a canuula slidably disposed within the outer member, and a piercing member at the
distal end of the outer member, wherein the step of inserling the device info the eye comprises
picreing the cye with the pistcing member and advancing the piercing member and at least a
partion of the outer member inlo the cye;

advancing the cannula through the outer member and beyond the distal end to the

ireatment site; and
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Lreating the cye by administering and/or aspirating material through the cannula.

61.  (previonsly presented) The method of claim 60 wherein the device is inserted

into the sclera of the eye.

62. (previously prescnted) The method of claim 60 wherein the device is advanced

transconjunctivally through the eye.

63.  (previously prescated) The method of claim 60 wherein the cannula comprises a

polymer.

64.  (proviously presented) The method of claim 60 wherein the step of tecating the

eye comprises administering to the cye a therapeutic agent with the devicce.

65.  (proviously presented) The method of claim 64 wherein the therapeutic agent is

administered through the cannula to the reatment site.

66.  (previously presenicd) The method of claim 64 wherein a steroid is administered

to the cye.

67.  (previously presentcd) The method of claim 64 wherein a therapeutic agent is
administercd (o the cye to trcat retinal detachment, vascular occlusion, proliferative retinopathy,

diabetic retinopathy, inflammation, degenerative discase, vascular diseasc or a tumor.

68.  (previously presented) The method of claim 64 wherein the therapeutic agent is

administered sub-retinally within the eyc.
69.  (proviously presented) The method of claim 64 wherein the cannula is positioned

wilhin the subretinal space of the cyc and a therapeutic agent is injected from the cannula into

the snbretinal space.
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70.  (previously presented) The method of claim 6O furthcr comprising removing

material from the cye with the device.

71.  (previously presented) The mecthod of claim 70 wherein intravitrcal fluid is

removed from the eye.

72.  (previously prescuted) The method of claim 60 wherein the outer diameter of the
outer racmber is small enough to allow the insertion site {0 sclf-seal following withdrawal of the

picreing member from the eye.

73.  (previously presented) The method of claim 60 wherein the ouler member onter

diameler is about 25 gauge or less,

74.  (previously presented) The method of claim 23 wherein the piercing member

creates an opening in the cye that is self-sealing,

75.  (previously presented) The mecthod of claim 27 wherein the piercing member

creates an opening in the eyc that is self-scaling.

76.  (previously presented) The method of claim 60 wherein the piercing member

creates an opening in the eye that is sclf-seal ing.

77.  (previously prescnted) The method of claim 23 or 60, further comprising the step
ol angling the piercing member, afler the piercing member is within the vitreous humor of the

eye in any dircction so as 10 guide the cannula to any treatment sitc within the eye.
78.  (previously presented) The method of claim 77, wherein the piercing member is

angled so as to treat multiple treatment sites with a single inscrtion of the picrcing member into

the eye.
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79, (previously presented) The method of claim 27 further comprising, afler trcating
ihe treatment sile, angling the piercing membcr to 2 different direction so as to guide the cannula
towards a second trcatment site; advancing the cannula lo the second a ireatment sitc; and

{reating the second treatment site.
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